Announcements 


A warm welcome to all our visitors and guests, friends both old and new. 
We pray that God has blessed your time among us with His Word and Holy 
Spirit. We cordially invite you to join us this morning for coffee and other 
refreshments downstairs following the Divine Service; and we ask that you 
please sign the guest book at the back of the church. 


Following coffee & refreshments, our Family Bible Class continues a study 
of Second Samuel. Parents and children, youth and adults are welcome and 
encouraged to attend and participate in this class together. (Catechesis class 
for the younger catechumens also meets during this same time.) 


Care for the younger children (under four years of age) is provided in the 
nursery downstairs, so their parents and families are able to attend the class. 


Ladies, PLEASE NOTE: The Emmaus Women’s Service League is collecting 
LWML Mites THIS MORNING (13 June), and will be receiving donations for 
the Seminary Food Bank next Sunday (20 June). Many Thanks! 


An invitation from Sandra Rhein: “Emmaus family and friends are cordially 
invited to my home for an Open House celebrating my graduation from 
Concordia Theological Seminary, this afternoon, from 1:00 til 5:00 p.m. 
I would be most pleased for you to join us in the celebration!” 


Pastor & LaRena Stuckwisch will be attending the Concordia Catechetical 
Academy of Peace Lutheran Church in Sussex, Wisconsin, this week, from 
Tuesday through Friday evening. Pastor will be one of the presenters again 
this year, speaking on the Fatherhood of God. Please remember him and 
LaRena in your prayers as they travel to and fro, and as he speaks the Word 
of God to those in attendance. 


Although Pastor Stuckwisch will be out of town, the normal Wednesday 
routine will be followed: Catechesis at 4:30, Evening Prayer at 7:00 p.m. 


Linda Levine offers thanks to those who bring in Campbell’s soup labels. 
However, in order for them to be valid, they also need to have the bar code 
section still attached. Thank you for your help. 


The flowers on the Altar this morning have been provided by Bob & Herta 
Johnston to the glory of God, in loving memory of their parents, John & 
Anna Fuchs and Loyd & Lucille Johnston. 


+ COLLECTIONS FOR 6 JUNE 2010: $1815.17 


In order to meet our financial obligations and commitments, an average of 
$1940 is needed each week. 


+ IN THE LORD’S SERVICE THIS MORNING: (ELDER) Robert Rhein; 
(USHERS) Erik Horner & Rick Saenz; (ACOLYTE) Justinian Stuckwisch; 
(ORGANIST) Anna Horner; (GREETERS) Carrol McCarty & Pat Nering. 


@ Rev. D. Richard Stuckwisch, Pastor Home Phone: (574) 233 - 0574 


¢ Rev. Gifford Grobien, Assistant Pastor Home Phone: (574) 231 - 9572 


On the Epistle to the Galatians 


“‘Peace and mercy be upon all who walk by this rule’ (Gal. 6:16). Paul has 
added this conclusion. This is the only true rule by which we should walk, 
namely, the new creation. The Franciscans wickedly distort this passage and 
apply it to their monastic rule. On this basis these blasphemous and sacri- 
legious men have proclaimed that their rule is far holier than others because it 
was established and confirmed by apostolic testimony and authority. Now 
certainly Paul is not speaking here about cowls, tonsures, cinctures, sandals, 
bellowing in church, and similar stupid trifles that belong to the life of the 
Minorites [within their monastic orders]; he is speaking about a new creation, 
which is neither circumcision nor uncircumcision, but ‘a new nature, created 
after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness’ (Eph. 4:24), which 
is inwardly righteous in the spirit and outwardly holy and pure in the flesh. 


“The Franciscans and all other monks do indeed have a righteousness and 
holiness; but this is hypocritical and ungodly, because they hope to be justified 
by the observance of their rule, not solely by faith in Christ. Also, although they 
make an outward pretense of holiness and do restrain their eyes, hands, tongues, 
and other parts of their body, they still have an unclean heart, filled with the 
desires of the flesh, envy, anger, sexual lust, idolatry, contempt and hatred for 
God, blasphemy toward Christ, etc. They are violent enemies of the truth. 


“Therefore let the rule of Francis, of Dominic, and of all the others be 
accursed: first, because by them the blessings and the glory of Christ are ob- 
scured and overthrown, and the Gospel of grace and life has been totally 
crushed; second, because they have filled the world with endless idolatry, false 
worship, wicked religion, self-chosen works, and the like. 


“But let only this rule, about which Paul is speaking here, be blessed. By 
it we live in faith in Christ and are made a new creation, that is, truly righteous 
and holy through the Holy Spirit, not through sham or pretense. Upon those 
who walk by this rule there comes peace (that is, the favor of God, the forgive- 
ness of sins, and serenity of conscience) and mercy (that is, help in affliction and 
forgiveness for the remnants of sin still in the flesh). In fact, even if those who 
walk by this rule are overtaken in a fault or in some sort of lapse, still, because 
they are children of grace and peace, they obtain mercy, so that their sin and 
lapse is not imputed against them. 


“Upon the Israel of God’ (Galatians 6:16). Here Paul attacks the false 
apostles and the Jews, who boasted about their fathers, their election, the Law, 
etc. (Rom. 9:4-5). It is as though he were saying: ‘The Israel of God are not the 
physical descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, but those who, with Abra- 
ham the believer (Gal. 3:9), believe in the promises of God now disclosed in 
Christ, whether they are Jews or Gentiles.’ This argument has been treated at 
length earlier, in the third chapter. 


“Henceforth let no man trouble me’ (Galatians 6:17). Paul concludes the 
Epistle with some irritation and indignation, as though he were saying: ‘I have 
preached the Gospel faithfully as I received it by revelation from Christ Himself. 
Whoever does not want to follow it may follow anything he wishes, provided that 
he does not bother me anymore. In brief, this is what I have to say: that Christ, 
whom I have proclaimed, is the only High Priest and Savior of the world. 
Therefore let the world either walk according to this rule, about which I have 
been speaking here and throughout this Epistle, or let it perish forever.’ 


“For I bear on my body the marks of the Lord Jesus’ (Galatians 6:17). Just 
as the Minorites claim that the earlier sentence, ‘all who walk by this rule,’ was 
spoken about their rule, so they imagine that this one must apply to the stigmata 
of their Francis. I think that what they say about this matter is a pure fiction 
and a joke. But even if Francis did bear stigmata on his body, as he is por- 
trayed, they were not printed on him on account of Christ. He printed them on 
himself by some sort of foolish devotion or, more likely, vainglory, by which he 
was able to flatter himself into believing that he was so dear to Christ that he 
even printed His wounds on his body. Paul’s real meaning in this passage is 
this: ‘The marks printed on my body show clearly whose servant Iam... . 
Because I am a servant of Jesus Christ and walk by the true rule, that is, 
because I preach and confess publicly that no one, without exception, can obtain 
grace, righteousness, and salvation apart from Christ, therefore I must bear the 
insignia of Christ, my Lord.” 


(From Dr. Martin Luther’s Lectures on Galatians, A.D. 1535) 


Walking with Our Savior this Week 


TODAY Divine Service of Communion 9:00 a.m. 


Coffee & Refreshments Downstairs 10:30 a.m. 


Catechesis / Bible Class 10:45 a.m. 


Sandra Rhein Graduation Open House — 1:00—5:00 p.m. 


MONDAY Vespers 7:00 p.m. 
Bible Class 7:30 p.m. 
TUESDAY Pastor & LaRena Stuckwisch traveling to Sussex, WI, 


for the Concordia Catechetical Academy (thru Friday) 


WEDNESDAY Catechesis Class 4:30 p.m. 
Evening Prayer 7:00 p.m. 
FRIDAY Pastor & LaRena returning home from the CCA 


NEXT SUNDAY Divine Service of Communion 9:00 a.m. 


Coffee & Refreshments Downstairs 10:30 a.m. 


Catechesis / Bible Class 10:45 a.m. 


You may also want to keep in mind, in your observance of daily prayer at home: 


The Appointed Readings for next Sunday, the Third after Holy Trinity: 
Isaiah 65:1-9; Galatians 3:23—4:7; and Saint Luke 8:26-39 


